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Monitor, Secure, and Dispose —
DEA to Host National Drug Take-Back Day
September 25, 2010

The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy is proud to share that
in June, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) announced
a national drug take-back initiative planned for September
25, 2010. In their letter to the state, they describe the ongoing
issue of prescription drug abuse on the national level and are
supporting this nationwide effort through local law enforce-
ment to encourage people to properly dispose of expired and
unused medications. The Board is hopeful that this will act
as a catalyst for programs all over the state on this date and
hopes you will encourage the patients from your workplace to
participate in these events.

It is vital to help people increase awareness regarding what
medications they have in their homes, inform them how to se-
cure their medications, and inform them how to appropriately
dispose of their medications when they are no longer needed.
These three steps could help prevent countless problems and
potential injuries or death from prescription drug abuse. Please
refer to the Web site, www.ioit2me.com, for information regard-
ing drug abuse that may be beneficial to parents and teens. You
N can also help edu-

cate patients on the
Arka nsas SMARKXT Disposal
program, which
they can follow at
any time to dispose
of their medica-
tions at home.

-

by 12-21 yr. olds.

Talk to your kids about the dangers of abusing

For more infor-
prescription & over-the-counter drugs. 0 ore o

mation, please visit
I www.ioit2me.com
T ) andwww.smarxtdis
posal.net.

Narcotics Task Force Control and Detection
Committee Report

The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy appointed a Board
committee of pharmacists from various areas of practice to
highlight issues related to diversion as the Narcotics Task

ioit?me.com

Force for Control and Detection. This committee’s report
was discussed during the June 2010 Board meeting where the
Board was able to consider different approaches to both prevent
and detect diversion of controlled substances. A few of these
measures that can be instituted in most any pharmacy would
include the following:

¢ In and out report during a routine time frame (shrink report,
check of how much ordered vs how much dispensed in a
specific time frame such as 1, 3, 6, 9, or 12 months)

¢ Quarterly audits for selected products, such as medications
at high risk for diversion or abuse

¢ Perform annual inventory (or more frequent) for controlled
substances to verify on-hand quantities of each medication

¢ Routinely run report on changes made to inventory in dis-
pensing system and check for validity of changes

These detection measures were discussed as well as potential
regulation changes that the Board has requested for consider-
ation during the October Board meeting, which would include
adding responsibility to the pharmacy permit holders for having
policies and systems in place for preventing and detecting diver-
sion of controlled substances, as well as clarifying requirements
for pharmacists to utilize these tools.

DEA Request for Comments

DEA is requesting input regarding the dispensing of con-
trolled substances for residents of long-term care facilities
(LTCF) as outlined in the Federal Register. Specifically,
DEA is seeking comments from practitioners, pharmacists,
LTCFs, nurses, LTCF residents, and families of residents on
how DEA regulations might be modified to make it easier for
LTCF residents to gain access to controlled medications. The

Federal Register notice is available at http://edocket.access
.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-15757.pdf and states in part:

Department of Justice

Drug Enforcement Administration

[Docket No. DEA—337N]

Dispensing of Controlled Substances to Residents at
Long Term Care Facilities

AGENCY: Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA),

Department of Justice.
Continued on page 4
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ACTION: Notice; solicitation of information.

Summary: To analyze ongoing issues related to the
dispensing of controlled substances to residents residing
at long term care facilities (LTCFs), DEA is soliciting
information on this subject from practitioners, pharma-
cists, LTCFs, nurses, residents and family of residents
in long term care facilities, State regulatory agencies,
and other interested members of the public. Specifi-
cally, DEA is exploring whether — while adhering to
the framework of the Controlled Substances Act — any
further revisions to the DEA regulations are feasible
and warranted toward the goal of making it easier for
residents of LTCFs to receive controlled substance
medications. This notice recites the pertinent statu-
tory considerations and contains a series of questions
designed to elicit public comment that will assist DEA
in making this evaluation.

As part of this request for comments, the Federal Register
notice also outlines 56 questions to focus comments on. All
comments are due to DEA on or before August 30, 2010.
Please refer to the Federal Register notice for details on how
comments may be sent to DEA on this issue.

Technician Permit Renewals

The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy will be sending out
pharmacy technician permit renewals in October. Pharmacy
technicians need to ensure that they have filed their current
mailing address with the Board office in order to receive their
renewal reminders. These permit renewal reminders are sent
directly to pharmacy technicians and it should be noted that
technician permits that are not renewed will expire on Decem-
ber 31, 2010. The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy allows
a grace period until March 31, on permits. However, there is
a $20 penalty on technician permit renewal if not renewed by
February 1, a $40 penalty if not renewed before March 1, and if
a permit is not renewed by April 1, then the permit is void. The
Board strongly encourages you to use the Board’s Web site to
renew technician permits via the Internet, as it will speed up the
renewal process for your technicians and it will also reduce the
turn around time for technicians to receive their new permits.
This is also the only way that the Board can accept credit card
payments for renewal of these permits.

Business Permit Renewals

The following additional permits are also in their renewal
cycle at this time: charitable clinic pharmacies, institutional
pharmacies, wholesale distributors, List 1 chemical distributors,
hospital pharmacies, nursing home consultants, and durable
medical equipment permits. Charitable clinic permits and in-
stitutional permits cannot be renewed via the Internet, but all
others may be renewed through the Board’s Web site. Once
again, renewing these permits via the Internet will allow use
of a credit card for payment and will also greatly reduce the
turn around time for delivery of the new permits.

Special Notice About the Arkansas State
Board of Pharmacy Newsletter

The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy has designated this
Newsletter as an official method to notify pharmacists licensed
by the Board about information and legal developments. Please
read this Newsletter and keep it for future reference because
this Newsletter will be used in hearings as proof of notification
of the Newsletter s contents. Please contact the Board Office at
501/682-0190 if you have questions about any of the articles
in this Newsletter.

Arkansas Pharmacy Support Group Help Line

870/636-0923
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The Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy News is published by the Arkansas
State Board of Pharmacy and the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy
Foundation, Inc, to promote compliance of pharmacy and drug law. The
opinions and views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect
the official views, opinions, or policies of the Foundation or the Board un-
less expressly so stated.

John Kirtley, PharmD - State News Editor

Carmen A. Catizone, MS, RPh, DPh - National News Editor
& Executive Editor

Larissa Doucette - Communications Manager
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